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A WORD FROM THE FCIA & NFCA BOARD PRESIDENTS

Welcome to PFPCON ‘26 Vegas, and thank you for being a part of 
the Firestop Contractors International and National Fireproofing 
Contractors Associations.

It is an honor and privilege to serve as your 2026 FCIA and 
2025 NFCA Board Presidents.

To our members, thank you for supporting the FCIA and 
NFCA and the efforts we’re making to increase the global 
awareness of Passive Fire Protection and advance our 
shared mission of safer buildings worldwide.  If you’re not a 
member, we encourage you to join us.

PFPCON ’26 Las Vegas!  What an exciting time for us - FCIA and 
NFCA members alike - as we combining our efforts to produce the 
most explosive event for Passive Fire Protection the industry has 
witnessed to date.  Finally!  FCIA’s Education & Committee Action 
Conference (ECA) and NFCA’s Week of Learning together under one 
roof, forging unity, education, and committee initiatives!  We’re 
excited to see the industry growth, evolution, and innovation this 
new event sparks.

FCIA and NFCA continue to drive the foundation of the ’DIIM’ message – 
‘D’esign, ‘I’nstall, ‘I’nspect and ‘M’aintainenance of Passive Fire Protection 
– created by the FCIA to promote safer buildings around the world. We will 
continue to grow and promote our industry educational and resource offerings, 
including the FCIA Firestop Education Program (FEP), NFCA Handbook of Accepted Fireproofing Knowledge 
(HAFK), and FCIA Manual of Practice (MOP), as well as will continue to promote the contractor, inspection 
agency, and manufacturer accreditation programs.

We will continue our collaborative efforts with one another and additional organizations in the Passive 
Fire Protection Industry, inclusive of Architects, Engineers, Contractors, Inspectors, and local AHJ’s by 
providing education about Passive Fire Protection and increasing awareness about the critical role Specialty 
Contractors play in the success of safer buildings.

Our Director, International Initiatives, Ahbishek Chhabra, continues his tireless efforts to bring international 
awareness to the world of Passive Fire Protection.  He has been recognized for his global impact educating 
key decision makers on the importance of the ‘DIIM’ model and has energized the rethinking and usage of 
the Specialty Contractor.  Big thank you for your dedication, Ahbi.

In September ‘25, FCIA and NFCA introduced our new Technical Director, Dr. Gabby Peck.  Gabby will be 
instrumental in providing educational content to the masses, not only to North America and Canada, but 
Internationally as well.  Her expertise will be an asset to the Association and industry at large.  Welcome 
aboard, Gabby!

In closing, we’re looking forward to a robust 2026.  We encourage you to take advantage of the calendar 
of events.   As a member, supporter, follower, you are a part of a supportive Association committed 
to collaboration, growth, and shared success.  FCIA and NFCA provide valuable resources, educational 
opportunities, and platforms for professional and personal growth.  Consider committee involvement.  
Consider bringing FCIA and NFCA in to help educate the marketplace, Code Officials, AHJs, and all involved 
stakeholders.  Help us grow together.  YOU can make a difference.  You’ve taken the first step to becoming 
a difference maker by attending here.  Will you keep walking with us?

Thank you for your continued support of the FCIA.  It takes teamwork to make the dream work!



2026 FCIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

For the Association to thrive and grow, it needs good leaders, strong leadership.  FCIA’s Board of Directors is 
a very diverse and passionate group of Contractors.  Each person has chosen to give back to the Association 
through serving on the Board, participating on Committee(s), and more.

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Joe Wilkinson, DRI
ARC Firestop Solutions, Inc.
jwilkinson@arc-md.com
  

VICE PRESIDENT/PRESIDENT-ELECT
Darren Pollock, DRI
JD Firestop Pros, Inc.
dpollock@jdfirestoppros.com

SECRETARY
Corey Beckett
Beyond Thermal
corey.b@beyondgroup.ca

TREASURER
Mark Dietz
Superl, Inc.
mark@superl.net

PAST PRESIDENT
Gus Mancini, DRI
Gleeson Powers
gus@gpi-firestop.com

PAST PAST PRESIDENT
Alan Mcdurmon, DRI
Performance Contracting, Inc.
alan.mcdurmon@pcg.com

DIRECTORS
Jerry Dugan, Jr.
Firestopping Specialist
jerryduganjr@gmail.com 

Tyler Ferguson, DRI
National Firestopping Solutions
tylerf@nefirestop.com

Ben Urcavich, DRI
Performance Firestop Inc.
ben@performance-firestop.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Lindsey Dutkiewicz
lindsey@FCIA.org

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
Gabby Peck, Ph.D.
gabby@FCIA.org
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2026 FCIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2026 NFCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NFCA’s Board of Directors is responsible for steering the organization while adhering to the stated mission 
of furthering the quality of structural fire-resistance in buildings.  To carry out this charge, NFCA Board 
volunteers meet multiple times per year to provide oversight and strategic direction.

PRESIDENT
Steve Winston
American Coatings Corporation
accfireproofing@aol.com

1st VICE PRESIDENT
Nikita Gordon
Gunnlaugson Spray-On Ltd
nikita@gunnlaugson.com

2nd VICE PRESIDENT
Adam Carter
Superior Industrial Insulation Company
acarter@superior-insulation.com

SECRETARY
Bob Pool
Alfred Miller Contracting
bpool@alfredmiller.com

TREASURER
Neal Rivers
Easley & Rivers, Inc.
neal.rivers@easleyandrivers.com

PAST PRESIDENT
Carl Fernald
Specialty Spray Systems
carl@specialtyspraysystems.com

DIRECTORS
Donald Armand
Donalco Western Inc.
darmand@donalcowestern.com

Joe Colavita
Martin Bros.
joec@martinbros.net

John Dalton
Saint-Gobain
john.a.dalton@saint-gobain.com

George Fine
Rolling Plains Construction
george.fine@rollingplains.com

Daniella Lopez
Nevell Group, Inc.
dlopez@nevellgroup.com

Paul Steele
Raymond - Southern California
pauls@raymondgroup.com

Matthew Strieter
Southern Insulation Inc.
mattstrieter@southerninsulation.com

John Taglienti, Director Emeritus
East Coast Fireproofing Co., Inc.

Howard Towler, Director Emeritus
ACME Fireproofing

Bubba Winston, Director Emeritus
American Coatings Corporation

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Lindsey Dutkiewicz
lindseyd@cmservices.com

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
Gabby Peck, Ph.D.
gabbyp@nfca-online.org
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FCIA & NFCA Committees are comprised of Member volunteers who work together on various pieces of 
Association business, from Codes and Standards development to Marketing outreach and more.  This 
collaboration is how we gain industry consensus on issues related to the improvement of passive fire 
protection in buildings around the globe and how we create opportunities for the growth of our industry.

Consider volunteering your time and talents with one of the following Committees.  Contact the Committee 
Chair(s) or lissettek@cmservices.com for additional information or to inquire about joining a Committee.

FCIA COMMITTEES

FCIA & NFCA COMMITTEES NEED YOU...(TO GET INVOLVED)

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Tyler Ferguson, DRI - Chair

National Firestopping Solutions
tylerf@nefirestop.com

Aideen Doneski - Vice Chair
Gleeson Powers, Inc.
aideen@gpi-firestop.com

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Scott Rankin, DRI - Chair

American National Insulation, Inc. dba  
Insulation Contractors
scott.rankin@truteam.com

ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE
Ben Urcavich, DRI - Chair

Performance Firestop, Inc.
ben@performance-firestop.com

Tyler Ferguson, DRI - Co-Vice Chair
National Firestopping Solutions
tylerf@nefirestop.com

Tracy Smith, DRI - Co-Vice Chair
Firestop Southwest, Inc.
tracys@firestopsouthwest.com

CANADA COMMITTEE
Corey Beckett, DRI - Chair

Beyond Thermal
corey.b@beyondgroup.ca

Arturs Gavrilovs - Vice Chair
Adler Firestopping, Ltd
a.gavrilovs@adlerservices.ca

CODE COMMITTEE
Gus Mancini, DRI - Chair

Gleeson Powers, Inc.
gus@gpi-firestop.com

Tracy Smith, DRI - Vice Chair
Firestop Southwest, Inc.
tracys@firestopsouthwest.com
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FCIA & NFCA COMMITTEES NEED YOU...(TO GET INVOLVED)

FCIA COMMITTEES

Wayne Barrow - Chair
Vericon
wbarrow@firestopeducation.com

INSPECTION COMMITTEE
Gus Mancini, DRI - Chair

Gleeson Powers, Inc.
gus@gpi-firestop.com

Mark St. Onge - Vice Chair
UL Solutions
mark.st.onge@ul.com

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Scott Rankin, DRI - Chair

American National Insulation, Inc. dba  
Insulation Contractors
scott.rankin@truteam.com

Mark Dietz - Co-Vice Chair
Superl, Inc.
mark@superl.net

Gus Mancini, DRI - Co-Vice Chair
Gleeson Powers, Inc.
gus@gpi-firestop.com

EDUCATION TASK GROUP: FCIA MANUAL OF PRACTICE (MOP)
No Current Chair

INSPECTION ADVOCACY SUBCOMMITTEE

Mark St. Onge - Chair
UL Solutions
mark.st.onge@ul.com

INSPECTION STANDARDS SUBCOMMITTEE

Alex Nelson - Chair
Braun Intertec
anelson@braunintertec.com

INSPECTION EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE
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FCIA & NFCA COMMITTEES NEED YOU...(TO GET INVOLVED)

FCIA COMMITTEES

PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Alan Mcdurmon, DRI - Chair

Performance Contracting, Inc.
alan.mcdurmon@pcg.com

 
Jerry Dugan, Jr. - Co-Vice Chair

Firestopping Specialist
jerryduganjr@gmail.com

Buddy Fishman - Co-Vice Chair
Performance Contracting, Inc.
buddy.fishman@pcg.com

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Joe Wilkinson, DRI - Chair

ARC Firestop Solutions
jwilkinson@arc-md.com

INTERNATIONAL TASK GROUP
Ben Urcavich, DRI - Chair

Performance Firestop, Inc.
ben@performance-firestop.com

Tyler Ferguson, DRI - Vice Chair
National Firestopping Solutions
tylerf@nefirestop.com

LIFE SAFETY DIGEST COMMITTEE
Joe Wilkinson, DRI - Chair

ARC Firestop Solutions
jwilkinson@arc-md.com

MARKETING COMMITTEE
Aideen Doneski - Chair

Gleeson Powers, Inc.
aideen@gpi-firestop.com

Mike Pautsch, DRI - Vice Chair
Superl, Inc.
mike@superl.net 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Mark Dietz - Chair

Superl, Inc.
mark@superl.net

Jerry Dugan, Jr. - Vice Chair
Firestopping Specialist
jerryduganjr@gmail.com

STANDARDS COMMITTEE
Jay McGuire, DRI - Chair

Fire Stop Technologies, Inc.
jay@thornburgh-stl.com

Tracy Smith, DRI - Vice Chair
Firestop Southwest, Inc.
tracys@firestopsouthwest.com
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FCIA & NFCA COMMITTEES NEED YOU...(TO GET INVOLVED)

NFCA COMMITTEES

ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE
Carl Fernald - Co-Chair

Performance Contracting, Inc. - Tampa
  carl.fernald@pcg.com

Paul Steele - Co-Chair
Raymond Group - Southern California
pauls@raymondgroup.com

CANADA COMMITTEE
Nikita Gordon - Co-Chair

Gunnlaugson Spray-On Ltd.
nikita@gunnlaugson.com

Don Armand - Co-Chair
Donalco Western Inc., Edmonton
darmand@donalcowestern.com

MANUFACTURER COMMITTEE
John Dalton - Chair

GCP Saint-Gobain
john.a.dalton@gcpat.com

Steve Winston - Vice Chair
American Coatings Corporation
accfireproofing@aol.com

FINISHES TASK GROUP
Keith Fernald - Co-Chair

Alpha Insulation
kfernald@alphaiwp.com  

George Guanci - Co-Chair
Sherwin Williams
george.m.guanci@sherwin.com

MARKETING COMMITTEE
Nikita Gordon - Chair

Gunnlaugson Spray-On Ltd.
nikita@gunnlaugson.com

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Adam Carter - Chair

Superior Industrial Insulation Company
acarter@superior-insulation.com
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FCIA & NFCA COMMITTEES NEED YOU...(TO GET INVOLVED)

NFCA COMMITTEES

SAFETY COMMITTEE
Neal Rivers - Chair

Easley & Rivers, Inc.
neal.rivers@easleyandrivers.com

Steve Winston - Vice Chair
American Coatings Corporation
accfireproofing@aol.com

Paul Steele - Chair
Raymond Group - Southern California
pauls@raymondgroup.com

TECHNICAL CODES & STANDARDS COMMITTEE

TECHNICAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Matt Strieter - Chair

Southern Insulation, Inc.
mattstrieter@southerninsulation.com

Daniella Lopez - Vice Chair
Nevell Group
dlopez@nevellgroup.com

PROJECT MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE
Joe Colavita - Chair

Martin Bros.
joec@martinbros.net

PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Mathew Stephenson - Chair

GCP
mat.stephenson@saint-gobain.com

Paul Steele - Vice Chair
Raymond Group - Southern California
pauls@raymondgroup.com

Leah Barker - Co-Chair
Quikspray
leah@quikspray.com

Carol Schary - Co-Chair
Nathan Kimmel
carols@nathankimmel.com

WOMEN IN FIREPROOFING COMMITTEE
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THE BLUEPRINT

TUESDAY, 1 SEPTEMBER 2026                                                 All times listed are in ADT

7:00 am - 5:00 pm PFPCON ‘26 CANADA Registration Open
 

Albro

7:30 am – 7:00 pm PFPCON ‘26 CANADA Expo Floor Open
 

Commodore ABC

7:30 am – 8:00 am Networking Breakfast with Exhibitors
 

Commodore ABC

8:00 am – 8:15 am PFPCON ‘26 CANADA President’s Welcome
Joe Wilkinson, 2026 FCIA Board President | Steve 
Winston, 2026 NFCA Board President
 

Park Centre AB

8:15 am – 8:45 am Passive Fire Protection: The Hero(es) You Never 
See
Corey Beckett, FCIA Canada Committee Chair | Lindsey 
Dutkiewicz, FCIA & NFCA
 

Park Centre AB

8:45 am – 9:45 am Smart Enough to BE STupid
Pat Dwyer, Comedian, Speaker
 

Park Centre AB

9:45 am – 10:15 am Networking Break with Exhibitors
Sponsored by Global Firestop Services
 

Commodore ABC

10:15 am – 11:15 am The Role of Passive Fire Protection
Rich Walke, Creative Technologies, Inc.
 

  Park Centre AB

11:15 am – 12:15 pm Meaningful Protection: What Happens When 
Passive & Active Protection Work Together
Robert Duval, NFPA
 

  Park Centre AB

12:15 pm – 1:15 pm Networking Lunch with Exhibitors
Sponsored by 3M
 

Commodore ABC

1:15 pm – 2:15 pm Passive Fire Protection Code Requirements 
Decoded
Amal Tamim, Mott Macdonald
 

Park Centre AB

2:15 pm – 3:15 pm How Do Specs Work For You?
Glenn Chatten, Cadence Spec
 

Park Centre AB

3:15 pm – 3:45 pm Networking Break with Exhibitors
Sponsored by Global Firestop Services
 

Commodore ABC

3:45 pm – 4:45 pm Designed on Paper, Lost in the Field: Fixing the 
Firestop Specification Gap
Eric De Amorim, Specified Technologies Inc.
 

Park Centre AB

By entering and your presence here, you consent to be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise recorded.  Your entry constitutes your consent to such photography, filming, and/or 
recording and allows Firestop Contractors International Association (FCIA) and/or National Fireproofing Contractors Association (NFCA), their licensees, assigns, successors in interest, 
and legal representation the irrevocable right to any use, in any and all media throughout the universe in perpetuity, or your appearance, voice, and name for any purpose whatsoever 
in connection with the production of FCIA and NFCA events and programs.
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THE BLUEPRINT

By entering and your presence here, you consent to be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise recorded.  Your entry constitutes your consent to such photography, filming, and/or 
recording and allows Firestop Contractors International Association (FCIA) and/or National Fireproofing Contractors Association (NFCA), their licensees, assigns, successors in interest, 
and legal representation the irrevocable right to any use, in any and all media throughout the universe in perpetuity, or your appearance, voice, and name for any purpose whatsoever 
in connection with the production of FCIA and NFCA events and programs.

4:45 pm – 5:30 pm Growing the Available Market While Unlocking 
Carbon Savings in Steel Buildings
Sean Donovan, Saint-Gobain
 

Park Centre AB

5:45 pm – 7:00 pm Networking Reception
Sponsored by Trinity Energy Group
 

Commodore ABC

WEDNESDAY, 2 SEPTEMBER 2026                                          All times listed are in ADT

7:00 am - 5:00 pm PFPCON ‘26 CANADA Registration Open
 

Albro

7:30 am – 5:30 pm PFPCON ‘26 CANADA Expo Floor Open
 

Park Centre AB

7:30 am – 8:00 am Networking Breakfast with Exhibitors
 

Commodore ABC

8:00 am – 9:00 am The Weight We Carry. Recognizing the Load. 
Reducing the Risk.
Dan Lester, Clayco
 

Park Centre AB

9:00 am – 9:45 am Proper vs. Improper Construction: What That 
Actually Means
Gabby Peck, Ph.D., FCIA & NFCA
 

Park Centre AB

9:45 am – 10:15 am Networking Break with Exhibitors
Sponsored by Specified Technologies Inc.
 

Commodore ABC

10:15 am – 11:00 am Passive Fire Protection Design Listings Decoded
Herbert Stansberry II, Intertek
 

Park Centre AB

11:00 am – 12:15 pm Material Choices: Where Do You Begin?
Nikita Gordon, Gunnlaugson Spray-On Ltd. with Eric De 
Amorim, Specified Technologies Inc. | Sean Donovan, 
Saint-Gobain | Dan Ehehalt, Isolatek | Travis Miller, 
Hilti
 

Park Centre AB

12:15 pm – 1:00 pm Networking Lunch with Exhibitors
Sponsored by 3M
 

Commodore ABC

1:00 pm – 2:15 pm Requests for Information (RFI): Necessary or a 
Waste of Time?
Etanami Adam, PCL
 

Park Centre AB

2:15 pm – 3:15 pm Inspection Agency Accreditation for Firestop 
Inspections
Larry O’Connor, International Accreditation Services
 

Park Centre AB
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THE BLUEPRINT

By entering and your presence here, you consent to be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise recorded.  Your entry constitutes your consent to such photography, filming, and/or 
recording and allows Firestop Contractors International Association (FCIA) and/or National Fireproofing Contractors Association (NFCA), their licensees, assigns, successors in interest, 
and legal representation the irrevocable right to any use, in any and all media throughout the universe in perpetuity, or your appearance, voice, and name for any purpose whatsoever 
in connection with the production of FCIA and NFCA events and programs.

3:15 pm – 3:45 pm Networking Break with Exhibitors
Sponsored by Specified Technologies Inc.
 

Commodore ABC

3:45 pm – 4:30 pm Fire-Rated Expansion Joints, ULC-S115, and 
Engineering Judgements
Mathilde Girault, Senez Co. | Balraj Jhajj, Sika Canada
 

Park Centre AB

4:30 pm – 5:15 pm Documenting Firestop Compliance - What to 
Expect When Working with National Defence
Pat Gallagher, C.E.T, Canadian Forces Fire Marshal
 

Park Centre AB

5:15 pm – 6:30 pm Networking Reception with Exhibitors
Sponsored by Trinity Energy Group
 

Commodore ABC

THURSDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER 2026                                              All times listed are in ADT

7:00 am - 3:00 pm PFPCON ‘26 CANADA Registration Open
 

Albro

7:30 am – 5:00 pm PFPCON ‘26 CANADA Expo Floor Open
 

Commodore ABC

7:30 am – 8:00 am Networking Breakfast with Exhibitors
 

Commodore ABC

8:00 am – 9:30 am FCIA & NFCA Contractor & Inspection Agency 
Members Only Session
 

Park Centre AB

9:30 am – 10:30 am The Silent Superheroes: How Human Intelligence 
+ Visionary AI in Construction Can Help 
Revolutionize Passive Fire Protection and Increase 
ROI
Dwayne Matthews
 

Park Centre AB

10:30 am – 10:45 am Networking Break with Exhibitors
Sponsored by Easy Fireproofing
 

Commodore ABC

10:45 am – 11:30 am The Role of Passive Fire Protection in Maintaining 
Building Integrity Under Fire
Bill McHugh, McHugh Consulting LLC
 

Park Centre AB

11:30 am – 12:30 pm The UL Solutions Technical Evaluation Developer 
Program
Andrew Pottier, UL Solutions
 

Park Centre AB

12:30 pm – 1:15 pm Networking Lunch with Exhibitors
Sponsored by 3M
 

Commodore ABC
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THE BLUEPRINT

By entering and your presence here, you consent to be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise recorded.  Your entry constitutes your consent to such photography, filming, and/or 
recording and allows Firestop Contractors International Association (FCIA) and/or National Fireproofing Contractors Association (NFCA), their licensees, assigns, successors in interest, 
and legal representation the irrevocable right to any use, in any and all media throughout the universe in perpetuity, or your appearance, voice, and name for any purpose whatsoever 
in connection with the production of FCIA and NFCA events and programs.

By entering and your presence here, you consent to be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise recorded.  Your entry constitutes your consent to such photography, filming, and/or 
recording and allows Firestop Contractors International Association (FCIA) and/or National Fireproofing Contractors Association (NFCA), their licensees, assigns, successors in interest, 
and legal representation the irrevocable right to any use, in any and all media throughout the universe in perpetuity, or your appearance, voice, and name for any purpose whatsoever 
in connection with the production of FCIA and NFCA events and programs.

1:15 pm – 2:00 pm The ASTM Fireproofing and Firestopping 
Standards Explained
Dan Ehehalt, Isolatek | Matthew Winston, Hilti
 

Park Centre AB

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm Passive Fire Protection Inspections: A to Z
Aidan Blanchard, MASc, P.Eng., RJ Bartlett Engineering
 

Park Centre AB

2:45 pm – 3:00 pm Networking Break with Exhibitors
Sponsored by Easy Fireproofing
 

Commodore ABC

3:00 pm – 3:45 pm Fire and Life Safety Planning in New & Existing 
Developments: Roles, Responsibilities, and 
Collaborative Success
Matt Gillis, Jensen Hughes | Vijay Lucas, Jensen Hughes
 

Park Centre AB

3:45 pm – 4:00 pm Closing Plenary Session
The Future of Passive Fire Protection
Corey Beckett, FCIA Canada Committee Chair | Lindsey 
Dutkiewicz, FCIA & NFCA
 

Park Centre AB
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THE BLUEPRINT

FRIDAY, 4 SEPTEMBER 2026 
BANOOK                                                                                         All times listed are in ADT

7:30 am - 8:00 am FM & UL Check-In & Continental Breakfast
 

Banook

8:00 am - 10:00 am FCIA Education for the FM & UL Firestop Exams
Gabby Peck, Ph.D., FCIA
 

Banook

10:00 am - 10:15 am Break
 

Banook

10:15 am - 11:45 am Quality Management System Manual 
Development: A How-To Session
Bill McHugh, McHugh Consulting LLC
 

Banook

11:45 am - 12:15 pm Lunch
 

Banook

12:30 pm - 4:30 pm FM & UL Firestop Exams
Note: The UL Firestop Exam is OPEN BOOK exams.  UL Exam Participants MUST provide their own copy 
of the FCIA Manual of Practice.  The UL Canadian Supplement covers questions specific to Canada.  The 
FM Firestop Exam DOES NOT allow use of the MOP during the exam.
 

EDUCATION FOR THE FM & UL FIRESTOP EXAMS

FCIA’s Education for the Firestop Exams helps prepare Specialty Firestop Contractors and Special Inspectors 
to pass the FM or UL Firestop Exams.  Passing the Firestop Exam(s) is required for Firestop Contractors 
pursuing FM 4991 Approved or UL Solutions Qualified Firestop status and for Firestop Inspectors to 
prove competence to AHJ’s or International Accreditation Services IAS AC 291 Special Inspection Agency 
responsible individual status.

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED
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THE SPECS

8:00 am - 8:15 am
PFPCON ‘26 CANADA FCIA & NFCA 
Presidents’ Welcome
Joe Wilkinson, 2026 FCIA Board President | 
Steve Winston, 2025 NFCA Board President

Join FCIA and NFCA leadership as they 
officially welcome attendees to PFPCON ‘26 
CANADA.  Hear their vision for the future of 
Passive Fire Protection, the importance of 
collaboration across the industry, and how 
education and action can help build a safer 
Canada.

8:15 am - 8:45 am 
Passive Fire Protection: The Hero(es) 
You Never See
Corey Beckett, FCIA Canada Committee 
Chair | Lindsey Dutkiewicz, FCIA & NFCA | 
Gabby Peck, Ph.D., FCIA & NFCA

Join us for the opening session of the Passive 
Fire Protection Canada Conference & Expo, 
where we reflect on the core work of Passive 
Fire Protection to recognize and celebrate 
the critical (often overlooked) contributions 
the Passive Fire Protection industry makes 
every day. 

Through real-world case studies that connect 
daily tasks of firestopping and fireproofing 
to real-life outcomes, this session 
reinforces why Passive Fire Protection 
matters: it saves lives, averts disasters, 
and safeguards buildings and communities. 

This session provides a grounded reminder 
of the practical impact of PFP in the world 
around us, emphasizing its importance in 
enhancing fire safety and resilience and 
setting the stage for a week focused on PFP. 

8:45 am - 9:45 am 
Smart Enough to BE STupid
Pat Dwyer, Speaker, Comedian

With this provocative and humor-rich 
program, Pat reveals the benefit, profit, 
and accessibility of pursuing your most 
ambitious idea, even in the face of a nagging 
need to play it safe.

Using his unique fusion of story and data, Pat 
uncovers how real breakthroughs rely much 
less on IQ and much more on the bravery 
it takes to be misunderstood. Granting 
yourself the ability to look a problem in the 
face, know what you need from it, and to be 
smart enough to “be stupid.” 

10:15 am - 11:15 am 
The Role of Passive Fire Protection
Rich Walke, Creative Technologies, Inc.

This presentation explores the importance 
of Passive Fire Protection in building safety 
by comparing three fire scenarios: a building 
with no fire protection, one relying solely 
on active systems (e.g., sprinklers and 
alarms), and one combining active systems 
with comprehensive passive fire protection 
measures.  Through real-world case studies 

THE PASSIVE FIRE PROTECTION CANADA CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW

FCIA and NFCA partner once again for PFPCON ‘26 CANADA, the FCIA-NFCA Passive Fire Protection Canada 
Conference & Expo, Canada’s only national event dedicated entirely to Passive Fire Protection (PFP).  This 
is where education ignites awareness - and awareness becomes action.  Step inside and help lay the 
foundation for a safer Canada.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2026
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and lessons learned from notable incidents, 
attendees will gain a clear understanding of 
how passive fire protection works to contain 
fire and smoke, protect escape routes, and 
maintain building integrity.

The session demonstrates why passive 
fire protection is not just a regulatory 
requirement, and why it is a fundamental 
life safety necessity that saves lives in fires.

By the end of this session, participants will 
be able to:

•	 Define passive fire protection and 
distinguish it from active fire protection 
systems.

•	 Explain the key mechanisms by which 
passive measures contain fire spread and 
preserve structural stability.

•	 Examine real-world fire incidents to 
identify the consequences of inadequate 
or absent passive protection.

•	 Evaluate the synergistic benefits of 
integrating passive and active fire 
protection strategies in building  design 
and retrofit.

11:15 am - 12:15 pm 
Meaningful Protection: What 
Happens When Passive & Active 
Protection Work Together
Robert Duval, NFPA

This session provides a high-level overview 
of how passive and active fire protection 
systems work together to deliver meaningful, 
code-compliant protection. Using NFPA 101 
as the foundation, with focused insights 
from NFPA 80 and its latest updates, the 
presentation highlights the critical role of 
passive fire protection in compartmentation, 
life safety, and system performance. The 
session emphasizes coordination, common 
gaps, and key considerations relevant to 
Canada to support safer, more resilient 
buildings. 

This session will: 

•	 Define the role of NFPA codes and 
standards especially NFPA 101 and NFPA 
80. 

•	 Explain the relationship between passive 
and active fire protection systems and 
why neither can be effective in isolation. 

•	 Outline the critical role of passive fire 
protection (compartmentation, fire 
doors, fire resistance) in protecting life 
and property. 

•	 Identify common passive fire protection 
gaps and how NFPA standards address 
them. 

•	 Shed light on the importance of 
inspection, testing, and maintenance 
(ITM) of passive systems to ensure 
ongoing compliance and performance.  

1:15 pm - 2:15 pm 
Passive Fire Protection Code 
Requirements Decoded
Amal Tamim, Mott MacDonald

This presentation provides an overview of 
the key passive fire protection provisions 
contained within the National Building Code 
(NBC) and National Fire Code (NFC), with a 
particular focus on the significant updates 
introduced in the 2025 NBC compared to the 
2020 (and previous) edition.  

It will examine the intent and application of 
major passive fire protection requirements, 
including fire-resistance ratings, fire 
separations, firestopping, continuity of 
assemblies, and protection of structural 
elements.  The discussion will also 
highlight areas of the code that may be 
open to interpretation or contain potential 
ambiguities, outlining considerations that 
Authorities Having Jurisdiction (AHJs), 
designers, and specifiers should keep in 
mind during project planning and execution.  

Finally, the presentation will explore the 
practical implications of these changes 
and interpretations on design decisions, 
specification development, product 
selection, and overall code compliance, 
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helping industry professionals better 
understand and navigate the evolving 
regulatory landscape.

2:15 pm - 3:15 pm 
How Do Specs Work For You?
Glenn Chatten, Cadence Spec

The construction industry in Canada has 
changed immensely in the last five years, 
where new updates and revisions (through 
CCDC implementation) have occurred in 
Contract and Procurement Documentation 
(Div 00), General Requirements (Div 01), 
and in turn, the Technical Specifications 
(Div 02 – 49). Consequently, these revisions 
have required adopting ongoing changes 
in the roles and responsibilities of the 
Owner, Contractor/Construction Manager/
Design Builder, Architect/Consultant, 
Subcontractors and Manufacturing 
Representatives. 

Through the lens of a specification writer, 
attendees will be provided with a discerning 
look into the main reasons why these 
changes have occurred and the applications 
of these updates and revisions for each 
role by focusing on the “keys of the three 
C’s” – Communication, Coordination and 
Collaboration – and how they will unlock 
a much clearer view of not only modern 
construction specifications in general, 
but also how they pertain specifically to a 
clearer understanding and implementation 
of Section 07 84 00, FIRESTOPPING. 

3:45 pm - 4:45 pm
Designed on Paper, Lost in the Field: 
Fixing the Firestop Specification Gap
Eric De Amorim, Specified Technologies Inc.

How confident are you that the systems 
specified in your project documents are 
ultimately installed as intended? Across 
the construction industry, gaps often 
exist between design requirements, field 
interpretation, and final installation—
creating risk for owners, designers, 

contractors, and occupants alike.

This session explores practical strategies for 
translating design intent into measurable 
project outcomes through clear, enforceable 
specifications. Attendees will learn how 
effective specification language, aligned 
with current codes and industry standards, 
can drive accountability throughout the 
construction process. Through real-world 
examples and best practices, participants 
will gain valuable insights into contractor 
qualifications, quality assurance, inspection 
requirements, documentation, and 
verification processes.

By the end of this presentation, attendees 
will be equipped with actionable tools to 
strengthen project specifications, improve 
communication among stakeholders, and 
help ensure critical life-safety systems 
perform as intended from design through 
occupancy.

4:45 pm - 5:30 pm
Growing the Available Market While 
Unlocking Carbon Savings in Steel 
Buildings
Sean Donovan, Saint-Gobain

As the construction industry drives toward 
net zero carbon, building owners, architects, 
and engineers are seeking novel approaches 
to reduce the embodied carbon of their 
projects. This presentation will examine the 
use of sprayed fire-resistant material (SFRM) 
in composite steel and concrete structures, 
highlighting its potential to unlock 
significant carbon savings. The findings from 
a recent case study can be applied on nearly 
all steel projects, offering carbon savings for 
little cost, minimal architectural impact, and 
using standard construction practices.
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8:00 am - 9:00 am
The Weight We Carry. Recognizing 
the Load. Reducing the Risk.
Daniel Lester, Clayco

Mental health challenges can affect anyone, 
yet they’re often difficult to recognize. This 
interactive session introduces key findings 
from the 2025 Clayco Mental Health Study, 
explores today’s mental health landscape, 
and provides practical strategies for 
recognizing concerns, starting supportive 
conversations, and knowing where to 
begin. Participants will leave with simple, 
actionable tools to support themselves and 
others.

9:00 am - 9:45 am
Proper vs. Improper Construction: 
What That Actually Means
Gabby Peck, Ph.D., FCIA & NFCA

This presentation confronts the real-
world gap between code-compliant design 
and what actually gets built on site. This 
presentation shows why “close enough” 
construction is not good enough.

The session will examine the fire and 
smoke-spread consequences of unprotected 
or poorly restored assemblies, the 
differences between listed firestop systems 
and individual products, and the cascade 
of failures that occur when penetrations, 
joints, and openings are not protected 
correctly or value-engineered out. 

Visual examples of common field mistakes 
(“just put some red stuff on it”) are 
contrasted with properly ‘D’esigned, 
‘I’nstalled, ‘I’nspected, and ‘M’aintained 
systems, with real-world case studies to 
illustrate how incomplete compartmentation 
and cost-cutting turn contained incidents 
into multi-floor tragedies. The session 
reinforces that fire and life safety depend on 
continuity of protection, not product color or 
good intentions.

By the end of this session, participants will 
be able to:
1.	 Explain why building codes and standards 

evolve from loss history and why smoke 
toxicity, rather than structural collapse 
alone, remains the leading cause of fire 
deaths.

2.	 Define fire-resistance and effective 
compartmentation, and describe how 
properly installed firestopping restores 
the rated performance of penetrated 
assemblies.

3.	 Distinguish listed firestop systems from 
individual products, and identify why 
substituting materials, changing annular  
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space, or altering any tested component 
voids the F, T, and L ratings.

4.	 Recognize common improper 
construction and installation practices in 
the field, explain their consequences for 
life safety and structural integrity, and 
contrast them with the requirements for 
‘D’esign, ‘I’nstallation, ‘I’nspection, and 
‘M’aintenance of compliant passive fire 
protection.

10:15 am -11:00 am
Passive Fire Protection Design 
Listings Decoded
Herb Stansberry, III, Intertek

This session takes an unbiased look into 
the design listings published by various 
certification bodies with the intent of 
understanding what information is 
presented, what is important to pull from 
these publications and how to use them in 
your installation practices.   

Attendees will review the critical aspects for 
various protection and compartmentation 
systems and assemblies with a focus on 
compliant installations. Through this review, 
attendees will learn the importance of the 

information contained in the listings, as well 
as the importance of always confirming the 
current content as systems can change as 
more product testing is performed. 

Then, this session will cover what 
information is important for you to gather 
on your project opportunities to ensure the 
listing or listings selected are appropriate for 
the application.

11:00 am - 12:15 pm
Material Choices: Where Do You 
Begin?
Nikita Gordon, Gunnlaugson Spray-On Ltd. 
with Eric De Amorim, Specified Technologies 
Inc. | Sean Donovan, Saint-Gobain | Dan 
Ehehalt, Isolatek | Trish Koman, PPG | 
Travis Miller, Hilti

When it comes to passive fire protection, 
choosing a tested and listed system is only 
the beginning. The real challenge lies in 
selecting materials that meet the unique 
demands of each project while satisfying the 
needs of architects, owners, contractors, and 
code officials.

Join a panel of industry professionals for a 
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lively discussion on the factors that influence 
PFP material selection. Attendees will gain 
practical insights into navigating the many 
considerations that influence PFP decisions 
and learn how collaboration among project 
stakeholders can lead to safer, more 
effective outcomes.

1:00 pm - 2:15 pm
Requests for Information (RFI): 
Necessary or a Waste of Time?
Etanami Adam, PCL

Are RFIs an indispensable project 
management tool or simply paperwork 
that slows progress?  This session examines 
the true role of Requests for Information 
in today’s construction environment, 
exploring how well-crafted RFIs can prevent 
costly mistakes, improve coordination, and 
support compliance in passive fire protection 
systems, while also addressing the 
challenges RFIs can create when overused or 
poorly executed.  

2:15 pm - 3:15 pm
Inspection Agency Accreditation for 
Firestop Inspections
Larry O’Connor, International Accreditation 
Services

Firestopping is one of most critical and 
often overlooked life safety related aspects 
of building construction. The industry often 
specifies that contractors be certified but 
who is inspecting the work? A requirement 
for Accreditation of Inspection Agencies or 
Special Inspection Agencies is a good way 
for the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) 
to provide assurance that firestopping is 
installed correctly.

AHJs may rely on inspection bodies 
(AAs) accredited to ISO/IEC 17020:2026 
“Conformity assessment — Requirements for 
bodies performing inspection” or IAS AC291 
“Accreditation Criteria for Special Inspection 
Agencies”. IAS provides globally recognized 
accreditation services for both programs.

In this talk, Engineer O’Connor will review the 
benefits of accreditation and the differences 
between SIA and AA accreditation.

3:45 pm - 4:30 pm
Fire-Rated Expansion Joints, 
ULC-S115, and Engineering 
Judgements
Mathilde Girault, Senez Co | Balraj Jhajj, 
Sika Canada 

This presentation reviews fire-rated 
expansion joint systems and their role in 
meeting ULC S115 and National Building 
Code (NBC) requirements.

We will discuss emerging challenges in 
buildings, including EV fire considerations, 
compare available firestop solutions, and 
examine key performance requirements 
such as movement, seismic capability, 
watertightness, and acoustics. 

The session will also cover Engineering 
Judgements (Ejs) and the use of Finite 
Element Analysis (FEA).
 

4:30 pm - 5:15 pm 
Documenting Firestop Compliance – 
What to Expect When Working with 
National Defence
Patt Gallagher, Defence Canada Constructio 
(DCC)

Presenting at the Passive Fire Protection 
Canada Conference & Trade Show 2026, Pat’s 
session, “Documenting Firestop Compliance – 
What to Expect When Working with National 
Defence,” provides industry professionals, 
contractors, and inspectors with clear 
insights into federal documentation 
expectations, compliance benchmarks, and 
best practices for navigating passive fire 
protection requirements within Department 
of National Defence projects.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2026

8:00 am - 9:30 am
FCIA Association Report and 
Contractor & Inspection Agency 
Members Only Session
Let your voice be heard in this FCIA  and NFCA 
Contractor  & Inspection Agency Members 
Only session.  Ask questions.  Provide input.  
Put this session to work for you.

9:30 am - 10:30 am
The Silent Superheroes: How 
Human Intelligence + Visionary AI in 
Construction Can Help Revolutionize 
Passive Fire Protection and Increase 
ROI
Moving Beyond the Chatbot to Build an 
Unbreakable “Thinking” Golden Thread 
of Safety, Quality, and Compliance
Dwayne Matthews, Future Strategist, 
Innovation Evangelist

Every night, millions of families fall asleep 
trusting an invisible promise embedded  
directly into the walls, floors, and structural 
steel of the built environment. As passive 
fire protection contractors, you are the 
silent superheroes of that promise. Yet, 
ensuring 100% perfection across thousands 
of concealed utility penetrations, complex 
section factors, and tight construction 
timelines is one of the most demanding 
challenges in modern construction.

This session delivers a visionary roadmap 
for the future of fire safety, exploring how 
cutting-edge material science and next-
generation AI tools can redefine the trade. 
We will examine breakthroughs in advanced 
materials, coatings, and AI applications 
specifically for passive fire protection.

Crucially, this session moves far beyond 
generic generative AI chatbots to explore 
deep, non-obvious applications of AI in 

construction tailored explicitly for physical 
asset integrity. Contractors will discover 
how multi-sensory technologies provide 
field teams with actionable “superpowers” 
and will leave with two powerful strategies 
they can implement immediately.

10:45 am - 11:30 am
The Role of Passive Fire Protection in 
Maintaining Building Integrity Under 
Fire
Bill McHugh, McHugh Consulting LLC

This presentation examines the inherent 
limitations of structural steel and concrete 
when exposed to fire and explains how 
Passive Fire Protection (PFP) systems, 
covering both fireproofing and firestopping, 
work together to maintain building integrity, 
structural stability, and compartmentation.

The session explores how incomplete 
or improperly installed fireproofing and 
firestopping can lead to progressive 
structural failure or rapid fire/smoke 

spread. Real-world case studies illustrate  
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the consequences of inadequate PFP and the 
contrasting performance of protected versus 
unprotected elements and compartments.

By the end of this session, participants will 
be able to:
1.	 Explain the thermal and mechanical 

behavior of unprotected structural steel 
and concrete when exposed to fire, 
and why both structural protection 
and compartmentation are essential to 
building integrity.

2.	 Describe the fundamental differences 
between fireproofing and firestopping 
systems in terms of composition, typical 
applications, installation requirements, 
and the primary modes of protection 
each provides.

3.	 Identify how incomplete or deficient 
structural fireproofing and firestopping 
can contribute to progressive collapse 
or uncontrolled fire/smoke spread, 
and explain the performance contrast 
between protected and unprotected 
structural elements and compartments.

4.	 Apply knowledge of integrated PFP 
principles to high-risk and high-
occupancy buildings, explaining why 
robust, inspected, and maintained 
passive systems are mandated to 
support structural stability, life safety, 

and defend-in-place or phased-
evacuation strategies.

11:30 am - 12:30 pm
The UL Solutions Technical Evaluation 
Developer Program
Andrew Pottier, UL Solutions of Canada

Specialty Firestop Installation Contractors 
know that what you see in the field isn’t 
always what is specified on the plans or 
in the published manufacturer installation 
instructions for firestop systems. The 
smallest variance could compromise fire and 
life safety, potentially produce catastrophic 
results, and nullify the fire-resistance-rating 
of an installed system. 

To overcome this, processes for Engineering 
Judgements were developed. And now, 
there’s a UL program to qualify these EJs. 
This session looks at what you can expect to 
see in the UL Technical Evaluations Program.

1:15 pm - 2:00 pm
The ASTM Fireproofing & 
Firestopping Standards Explained
Dan Ehehalt, Isolatek | Matthew Winston, 
Hilti

ASTM standards serve as the foundation 
for evaluating the performance, durability, 
and fire-resistance of fireproofing and 
firestopping systems used throughout 
the built environment.  This session 
provides a practical overview of how 
ASTM International develops consensus-
based standards and how those standards 
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influence testing, listings, specifications, and 
code compliance.

Participants will explore the fundamentals 
of fire-resistance testing and key ASTM 
standards for Spray-Applied Fire-Resistive 
Materials (SFRM), Intumescent Fire-Resistive 
Materials (IFRM), and firestopping systems.  
Attendees will gain a clearer understanding 
of what these standards evaluate, how they 
support UL listings and design requirements, 
and why specifying tested and listed systems 
is critical to maintaining fire and life safety 
performance.

Whether you are a designer, contractor, 
code official, building owner, or industry 
professional, this session will help demystify 
the ASTM standards that form the backbone 
of modern passive fire protection systems.

2:00 pm - 2:45 9m
Passive Fire Protection Inspections: 
A to Z
Aidan Blanchard, MASc, P.E.ng., RJ Bartlett

Understanding and maintaining fire-rated 
assemblies is critical to building safety and 
code compliance. This session explores 
NBC requirements for fire separations, 
firestop systems, and SFRM, with a focus 
on real-world applications, inspection 
considerations, and common field mistakes. 
Through practical examples, attendees will 

gain the knowledge needed to identify non-
compliant conditions and better evaluate 
fire protection systems during construction 
and existing building assessments.

3:00 pm - 3:45 pm
Fire and Life Safety Planning in New 
and Existing Developments: Roles, 
Responsibilities, and Collaborative 
Success
Matt Gillis, Jensen Hughes | Vijay Lucas, 
Jensen Hughes

Fire and life safety planning is a shared 
responsibility that extends far beyond 
code compliance. From concept and 
design through construction, occupancy, 
renovation, and ongoing operations, 
successful outcomes depend on clear 
communication, defined responsibilities, 
and coordinated decision-making among all 
project stakeholders.

This session explores the critical roles and 
responsibilities of all involved parties in both 
new construction and existing development 
projects. Attendees will gain insight into 
how each stakeholder influences fire and life 
safety performance, where responsibilities 
intersect, and how gaps in coordination 
can create compliance challenges, project 
delays, increased costs, or life safety risks.
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8:00 am - 10:00 am
FCIA Education for the FM & UL 
Firestop Exams
Gabby Peck, Ph.D., FCIA

The FM & UL Firestop Exams are based on 
FCIA’s Firestop Manual of Practice (MOP), 
the FM & UL program guides, and systems 
selection and analysis. These exams are 
used for contractor personnel to become FM 
4991 Approved Contractor and UL Qualified 
Contractor Program DRIs.

For Special Inspectors, passing the exam 
proves firestopping competency to the 
Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ), required 
by the IBC’s Chapter 17.  Passing an exam 
is also a requirement in IAS AC 291 for the 
Inspector to become a Responsible Person.

The FCIA Education for the FM & UL 
Firestop Exam education sessions help 
prepare individuals and support individual 
preparation for these rigorous exams, 
further strengthening and developing 
firestopping knowledge.

*This program IS NO SUBSTITUTE for reading 
FCIA’s Firestop Manual of Practice and 
studying the FM & UL program guides and 
systems selection and analysis before the 
exams. 

10:15 am - 11:45 am
Quality Management System Manual 
Development: A How-To Session
Bill McHugh, McHugh Consulting LLC

This session takes an in-depth look at the 
Quality Management System (QMS) Manual 
requirements for the FM 4991 Approved, UL 
Qualified Firestop Contractor, and IAS AC 
291 Accreditation programs.  The session 
also provides tips and a framework for 
structuring and writing a comprehensive 
QMS Manual.

8:00 am - 11:30 am
FM & UL Firestop Exams
The UL Firestop Exam is an OPEN BOOK exam. 
UL Exam Participants MUST provide their 
own copy of the FCIA Manual of Practice. The 
UL Canadian Supplement covers questions 
specific to Canada. The FM Firestop Exam 
DOES NOT allow use of the MOP during the 
exam.

EDUCATION FOR THE FM & UL FIRESTOP EXAMS

FCIA’s Education for the Firestop Exams helps prepare Specialty Firestop Contractors and Special 
Inspectors to pass the FM or UL Firestop Exams.  Passing the Firestop Exam(s) is required for Firestop 
Contractors pursuing FM 4991 Approved or UL Solutions Qualified Firestop status and for Firestop 
Inspectors to prove competence to AHJ’s or International Accreditation Services IAS AC 291 Special 
Inspection Agency responsible individual status.

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2026
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Etanami Adam, P.Eng. is a Project Coordinator with PCL Construction. After 
completing multiple co-op terms with PCL, he joined the company full-time 
following graduation and has since worked in estimating, field operations, 
and project coordination. His experience includes managing RFIs, submittals, 
contract revisions, document control, and change management on large 
institutional construction projects. Through daily collaboration with owners, 
consultants, and trade partners, Etanami has gained firsthand experience with 
how RFIs influence communication, risk management, and project execution, 
providing a general contractor’s perspective on their value and effectiveness 
in the construction industry.

PCL Constructors Canada Inc.
111 Ilsley Avenue, Suite 300
Dartmouth, NS   B3B 1S8   Canada

T: +1 902.329.9964
E: eaadam@pcl.com

Etanami Adam, P.Eng., Project Coordinator

Aidan Blanchard, MASc., P.Eng. is a Project Manager with the Fire Protection 
– Code Consulting group at RJ Bartlett Engineering (A Division of CBCL Limited) 
(RJBE) in Halifax, NS, and is a licensed Professional Engineer in Nova Scotia.
 

Aidan graduated as a mechanical engineer in 2017 from Dalhousie University 
after which he began working at RJBE while working towards his M.A.Sc. in 
Chemical Engineering conducting research with the Dalhousie University Fire 
and Explosion Laboratory which was completed in 2022.
 

With eight years of experience working in fire protection engineering, Aidan 
has experience in building and fire code consulting, project management, 
fire modeling and analysis, fire safety planning, auditing and assessment 
of existing buildings/facilities, client service, authority relations, and 
performance-based alternative solutions.
 

Outside of work and school, Aidan has over a decade’s worth of practical 
firefighting experience and has been a volunteer firefighter with Halifax 
Regional Fire and Emergency (HRFE) since 2013; currently acting in the role of 
Lieutenant at HRFE Station 60 in Herring Cove, NS.

RJ Bartlett Engineering
1505 Barrington Street, Suite 901
PO Box 606
Halifax, NS   B3J 2R7   Canada

T: +1 902.421.7241
E: ablanchard@cbcl.ca

Aidan Blanchard, MASc., P.Eng., Mechanical Engineer
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With an honors degree in religious studies and psychology from the University 
of Waterloo and having studied for a M.Div. at McMaster University Seminary, 
at first glance, Glenn Chatten may not seem to be considered a likely 
candidate for work in the Construction or Architectural Design Industry.  Add 
also the fact that he is a well known, award winning, singer/songwriter, CFMA 
nominated, professional finger-style guitarist and an accomplished touring 
recording artist, the chances of seeing him at construction or design meetings 
would seem remote. 

Yet, Glenn has carved out a niche for himself in the world of construction 
by his varied experiences ranging from being a steel worker at Inverleigh 
Bridge Construction in the mid-eighties; the CEO of an award winning Ontario 
contracting firm in the nineties; the Architectural Sales Representative for 
Western Canada for General Paint Inc; to a successful specification writer 
working in partnership with Specworks Inc. in Vancouver, BC. 

The strong thread that has tied all these experiences together has been his 
continued intent and focus on, awareness of, and ability to utilize his finely 
tuned and engaging communications skills.

For the past 20 years as the Principal of Cadence Specifications Inc. (formerly 
Wordclear Specifications), Glenn works not only as an architectural consultant 
creating construction documentation and specifications for the construction 
industry but also offers education in the importance of specifications by 
providing presentations, lectures and workshops to firms, associations, 
college and universities; and teaching the following courses – PCD, CCA, TR, 
Specifier - offered by Construction Specifications Canada (CSC). 

He brings with him an extensive knowledge of, and experience in - construction 
design, communication, building envelope sciences, specification writing, 
contract documentation and project management.

His seminars and lectures are both informative, educational and some would 
even say, entertaining.

Cadence Spec
Whitehorse, YT   Canada

T: +1 778.838.1540
E: glenn@cadencespec.com

Glenn Chatten, Senior Principal, HBA CTR CSP
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Eric De Amorim is the Canadian National Sales Manager for STI Firestop. He 
serves on the FCIA Canada Committee, is a founding member of the Quebec 
Chapter for the Canadian Healthcare Engineering Society (CHES) and is an 
active contributor to Construction Specifications Canada (CSC). For more than 
a decade, he has worked alongside building officials, architects, engineers, 
contractors, and consultants to advance passive fire protection and improve 
code compliance across Canada.

Eric regularly delivers technical education to Authorities Having Jurisdiction 
(AHJs), translating code and testing requirements into practical guidance. 
Drawing on field experience and close collaboration with the construction 
community, Eric is committed to raising the standard of firestop education 
and promoting best practices that protect lives and property.

Specified Technologies Inc.
210 Evans Way
Somerville, NJ   08876   USA

T: +1 514.777.7779
E: edeamorim@stifirestop.com

Eric De Amorim, National Sales Manager

Sean Donovan is based in Ontario and has been working in the fire protection 
business for 10 years servicing the Canadian market.  He has helped the 
architectural and contractor communities on numerous marquee projects 
throughout the country.

GCP Canada
294 Clements Road W
Ajax, ON   L1S 3C6   Canada

T: +1 514.983.1489
E: sean.donovan@saint-gobain.com

Sean Donovan, MBA, Technical Sales Representative - Fireproofing
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Robert Duval has been the Fire Investigator for the NFPA (National Fire 
Protection Association), which is based in Quincy, Massachusetts, since 1997.  
Robert is responsible for conducting investigations of technically significant 
incidents in order to gather, “Lessons Learned” from each incident to apply 
those lessons to improving NFPA codes and standards.  The investigation of 
these incidents includes documenting the emergency services response, the 
structure(s) involved, as well as the events leading up to and following the 
incident. He was named the New England Regional Manager for NFPA in 2003. 

As Regional Director, Robert is responsible for outreach within the northeast 
states regarding code adoptions and training.  He also serves as a point 
of contact for stakeholders in the NFPA process, including the fire service, 
engineering, and safety professionals.

Robert has conducted investigations into several significant incidents 
including; fire fighter fatalities, a cruise ship fire, grain elevator explosion, 
bulk retail warehouse fire, fatal nightclub fire, fatal nursing home fire, and 
large “green” office building fire, as well as the total loss of a sprinklered 
warehouse, among others.

Robert was a member of the FEMA Building Performance and Assessment 
Team (BPAT) that studied the World Trade Center disaster in 2001.

Robert has presented on these incidents and many related NFPA codes, 
standards, and public safety initiatives, around the world since 1997. 

Robert has served as the Chief of the Atwood Hose Fire Company in his 
hometown of Wauregan, CT.  He has worked as an emergency services 
dispatcher in a regional fire department dispatch center in northeastern 
Connecticut since 1986. He also serves on the instructional staff of the Eastern 
CT Fire Training School. 

Robert is a Past President of the CT Fire Chiefs Association and a member of the 
CT Fire Service Hall of Fame, Class of 2021.  He also serves as a Communications 
Specialist for CT-TF1 – Connecticut State Urban Search and Rescue Task Force. 

Robert holds a bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering Technology from 
Northeastern University in Boston, MA.

NFPA
1 Batterymarch Park
Quincy, MA   02169   USA

T: +1 617.984.7476
E: rduval@nfpa.org

Robert Duval, Northeast Regional Director/Fire Investigator
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For over 20 years, Pat Dwyer has inspired and entertained hundreds of 
audiences around the world.

He has worked, toured and performed with comedic institutions The 
Second City, iO Theater, ComedySportz and a great number of other storied 
improv and sketch comedy mainstays. Pat joins these experiences with the 
entrepreneurial and corporate growth mindset he earned during his tenure as 
a leader within the Chicago tech startup community.

You can now find Pat bringing his energetic, hilarious, seasoned and people 
driven approach to Innovation and Change.

Learn more at PatDwyerWasTaken.com …because it was.

PDWT LLC
6746 Beckle Road
Cheyenne, WY   82009   USA

T: +1 312.508.3480
E: pat@patdwyerwastaken.com

Pat Dwyer, Comedian, Speaker

Dan Ehehalt brings more than 15 years of experience with Isolatek 
International, where he has contributed across multiple areas including R&D, 
technical service, sales, and marketing. His extensive expertise spans the 
development of fire protection solutions, product marketing, and compliance 
with safety standards and regulations in the commercial, industrial, and 
petrochemical markets. Dan has been actively involved in ASTM, ICC, and 
UL committees, contributing to the advancement of fireproofing industry 
standards.

Isolatek
41 Furnace Street
Stanhope, NJ   07874   USA

T: +1 973.347.1200 x 275
E: dehehalt@isolatek.com

Daniel Ehehalt, Marketing Manager
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Pat Gallagher is a Fire Protection Officer with the office of the Canadian Forces 
Fire Marshal, specializing in infrastructure fire protection, technical building 
and fire code compliance and high-level fire protection risk assessment. 
With extensive experience overseeing complex defense facilities and critical 
infrastructure, Pat serves as a subject matter expert in balancing operational 
readiness with rigorous life-safety standards across National Defence 
properties.

Canadian Forces Fire Marshal
101 Colonel By Drive
Ottawa, ON   K1A 0K2   Canada  E: pat.gallagher2@forces.gc.ca

Pat Gallagher, C.E.T., Fire Protection Officer

Matt Gillis has been practicing as an engineer throughout Canada, including 
the Atlantic provinces, Ontario, Manitoba, and Alberta, since 2021, and 
graduated with a Bachelors of Engineering in Chemical Engineering in 2016. 
In his current position as a Project Engineer with Jensen Hughes, he is focused 
on providing building and fire code consulting services for new and existing 
buildings, performing CAN/ULC-1001 integrated systems testing as a certified 
Integrated Testing Coordinator, and providing engineering judgments and 
alternative compliance solutions based on the various building and fire codes 
within Canada.

Jensen Hughes
45 Akerley Blvd., Suite 202
Dartmouth, NS   B3B 1J7   Canada

T: +1 902.418.5751
E: mgillis@jensenhughes.com

Matt Gillis, P.Eng., Staff Engineer
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Mathilde Girault is a senior fire protection engineer for Senez Consulting in 
Montréal. She has over 18 years of industry experience in fire safety engineering 
and code consulting, from concept design to construction completion. She 
thrives in developing holistic performance-based fire engineering solutions 
on a wide range of projects including transit systems, arenas, high-rise, 
heritage buildings, retail, office, hotel, residential, assembly, education, and 
healthcare.

After completing a Master’s in Civil Engineering from INSA Lyon, she began her 
career as a building surveyor in the South of France, conducting compliance 
reviews for all aspects of a building design, including fire safety, structural, 
acoustics, thermal performance and accessibility. She moved to New Zealand 
in 2014, where she specialized in fire protection engineering. She completed a 
Master’s in Fire Engineering from the University of Canterbury, in Christchurch, 
in 2018. She joined Senez Consulting in 2021, first in Vancouver, and opened 
the Montréal office in 2024.

She serves on the committee of the SFPE St Laurent chapter, on the NFPA 
technical committee for Fire Risk Assessment Methods (shared committee for 
NFPA 550 and NFPA 551), and on the Task Group for Hazardous Processes of 
the National Model Codes Committees (NMCCs).

Senez Co.
1450 rue City Councilors, Suite 440
Montreal, QC   H3A 2E6   Canada

T: +1 604.313.7371
E: mgirault@senezco.com

Mathilde Girault, ing, P.Eng., M.Eng., Senior Fire Engineer

Nikita Gordon, Director of the Elmhurst Group, has worked in the Passive 
Fire Protection industry since 2011. She worked her way up from a Project 
Coordinator, Estimator, Project Manager, and as of 2021 is a Director.

Nikita has been a member of the NFCA since 2011 and completed her DRI 
training in 2015. In 2019, Nikita had the privilege of joining the NFCA Board of 
Directors and is currently the 1st Vice President.

Nikita strives to employ and empower women in the construction industry. 
The Elmhurst Group believes in an inclusive hiring and training model. Under 
Nikita’s leadership, Gunnlaugson Spray-On’s entire management team is 
women.

Elmhurst Group
663 Discovery Drive
Grande Pointe, MB   R5A 0B7   Canada

T: +1 204.895.1207
E: nikita@elmhurstdrywall.ca

Nikita Gordon, Director
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Balraj Jhajj is a Key Projects Manager specializing in expansion joint systems 
and passive fire protection. He works closely with engineers, architects, 
contractors, and building owners to develop code-compliant solutions for 
complex building movement and fire protection challenges. His experience 
includes the design, specification, and application of fire-rated expansion joint 
systems across a wide range of commercial, institutional, and infrastructure 
projects.

Sika Canada Inc.
555 Michigan Drive, Suite 100
Oakville, ON   L5L 0G4   Canada

T: +1 605.639.2993 x 6632
E: jhajj.balraj@ca.sika.com

Balraj Jhajj, M.Eng, Key Projects Manager
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A series of transformative actions and impactful initiatives mark Dan Lester’s 
leadership journey.  As the Vice President of Field Culture and Inclusion at 
Clayco, he has been instrumental in reshaping organizational paradigms and 
fostering an environment of psychological safety, inclusion, and collaboration. 

Dan is a prolific thought leader with a dynamic engagement style, making him 
among the most highly sought-after speakers in the construction industry.  
He has been recognized as a top one hundred Human Resources Influencer. 

Dan is a Certified Coach in VitalCog suicide prevention training and the 
4-Stages of Psychological Safety, and a Mental Health First Aider.

Claycorp
8640 Evans Avenue
St. Louis, MO   63134   USA

T: +1 314.595.6398
E: lesterda@claycorp.com

Daniel Lester, Vice President of Field Culture and Inclusion

Vijay Lucas is an engineering professional with experience in various technical 
management roles within several high-caliber engineering organizations and 
accredited testing and certification agencies. From engineering design to fire 
performance testing, he has led a number of teams in the pursuit of success, 
first initiating his career in his hometown of Abu Dhabi, then Dubai, and 
then moving on to Vancouver, BC, where he currently resides.  He provides 
consultancy in a lead role in the capacity of licensed professional engineer in 
British Columbia, Canada.

Vijay brings a unique set of skills and creativity with a deep understanding 
of fire testing, system maintenance scheduling, standard testing methods, 
product knowledge and evaluations that can lead to significant project cost 
savings, and evaluation of certifications and assembly design listings.

Jensen Hughes
500 - 1901 Rosser Avenue
Burnaby, BC   V5C 6R6   Canada

T: +1 604.684.2384
E: vijay.lucas@jensenhughes.com

Vijay Lucas, P.Eng., Senior Consultant
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The AI revolution is a human revolution in disguise and Dwayne Matthews is 
leading the charge, helping audiences bridge the gap between technological 
AI advancement and human potential. A future strategist with 20 years 
of experience working at the intersection of education, innovation, AI, 
neuroscience, and human performance, his simple but powerful HumanOS 
framework helps audiences gain the clarity, tools, and mindset needed to live 
and lead with confidence in an AI-accelerated world. 

A certified educator, Matthews has spent decades studying how people learn 
and perform. His expertise is sought by influential leaders and organizations 
worldwide. He has advised Fortune 500 leaders at Barrick Gold, Suncor, P&G, 
and DuPont; sat at round tables with heads of state to discuss the future 
of work and the role of digital literacy as a component of national security; 
addressed the United Nations; and, as an XPRIZE Education Domain Brain Trust 
Advisor, helped shape multi-million-dollar global competitions for benefactors 
like Sir Richard Branson.

Matthews unique perspective is built on a rich and varied career. As President 
of NeuroEdX, he led a company that used a powerful neurotechnology and 
AI platform to train elite performers, including US Air Force Pilots and Navy 
Seals. He also served as Senior Education Lead for the former Faubert Applied 
Research Centre and as the Executive Director of an intelligence firm focused 
on open innovation and disruptive technologies.

The author of three books, Matthews most recent book, HumanOS: The 
Critical Update, is a practical operating manual for high performers looking 
to upgrade how they think, lead, and operate in a rapidly changing world 
dominated by AI. His thought leadership has seen him regularly appear on 
national Canadian television, including CTV’s Your Morning.

What sets Matthews apart is his focus. While the world talks about what 
AI can do, Dwayne focuses on the people using it: leaders, their teams, and 
the individuals navigating it every day. He helps them stop living by default 
and start living by design, providing them the necessary context to stay clear, 
focused, and human in the age of AI.

Speakers Spotlight
117 Peter Street, Suite 312
Toronto, ON   M5V 0M3   Canada

T: +1 416.345.1559
E: toronto@speakers.ca

Dwayne Matthews, Future Strategist, Innovation Evangelist
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In his 40+ years in the construction industry, Bill McHugh has been involved in 
Associations to help improve the reliability of various construction features.  
He has worked at major construction products manufacturers, a specialist 
firestop distributor and contractor – even provided independent inspection – 
prior to being involved in FCIA and NFCA.

Bill participates in Building and Fire, Energy Code Development processes 
and has served on the ICC’s ‘Fire Safety’ Code Development Committee and  
serves on the Fire Protection Features Committee at NFPA.  He is a past 
Institute Director, Chapter President, and Region President at the Construction 
Specifications Institute (CSI) and member at Construction Specifications 
Canada (CSC), and is a past member of the International Accreditation Services 
(IAS) Board of Directors.

He served as organizer and moderator for the ASHE/TJC/FCIA/UL Passive Fire 
Protection Barrier Management Symposiums and has presented at many 
conferences, effectively educating thousands.  In addition to being a published 
author in many magazines, he also contributes to Life Safety Digest.

He now serves as a consultant for FCIA and NFCA and others.

McHugh Consulting LLC
190 Castle Lane
Kilmarnock, VA   22482   USA

T: +1 630.220.0947
E: bill@mc-hugh.us

Bill McHugh, Consultant



HALIFAX ‘26 | 39

THE PRINCIPALS

International Accreditation Service
3060 Saturn Street, Suite 101
Brea, CA   92821   USA 

T: +1 562.3648201
E: loconnor@iasonline.org

Larry O’Connor is a Civil Engineer with over forty years’ experience in New 
York working in government, industry and consulting.  Prior to joining IAS, 
Larry’s career was broad in scope with roles in design, research, surveying, 
infrastructure management and nuclear power quality assurance.

Since 2010 Larry has taught seminars on the importance of Special Inspections, 
Chapter 17 of the International Building Code and ISO/IEC 17020 on dozens of 
occasions.

Larry has performed over 700 on-site assessments for accreditation of 
Special Inspection Agencies, Inspection Bodies, Testing Laboratories, Building 
Departments, Product Certification Agencies, Calibration Laboratories and 
Management System Certification Bodies. 

Larry has observed numerous firestop inspections while accrediting Special 
Inspection Agencies and Inspection Bodies that perform inspections for Fire 
Resistant Penetration and Joints and Fire-Resistant Rated Construction in the 
US and the Gulf region.

In addition to numerous accreditation assignments in NYC, Philadelphia, 
Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Portland and Fort Lauderdale and Canada, he has 
performed accreditations and/or taught seminars in Panama, Portugal, the 
Bahamas, the Caymans, Guam, Saipan, Jordan, Turkey, Nigeria, India, Korea, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong and China.  Since 2013 he has completed over 100 trips to 
GCC countries; Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait 
and Oman with multiple assessments on each trip.

In addition to a BSCE, Larry has an MPA where he focused on Management 
Science. In his early career he was elected Village Mayor three times and 
served one term as Town Supervisor of his town. Larry has always made it 
his goal to make systems work better. His unique set of experiences and 
perspective affords him the opportunity to add value as an instructor for 
Special Inspection Agencies in New York.

Lawrence O’Connor, PE, Management System and Technical Assessor
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Dr. Peck obtained her Ph.D. in Fire Chemistry from the UK where her work 
focused on the design and development of regulatory fire tests for use in 
the Construction Product Regulations in the EU. Her work has focused on 
advancing fire testing and guidance for reaction to fire, structural and effective 
compartmentation passive fire systems, designing and conducting large-scale 
fire tests globally, and advancing education in the fire industry.
 

Her work has been used to inform and change building regulations in the UK, 
and she has worked with a variety of organizations globally, for example, on 
Government Enquiries, standard bodies, and with various organizations across 
the world to improve fire safety regulations.
 

Dr. Peck has recently joined the National Fireproofing Contractors Association 
(NFCA) and Firestop Contractors International Association (FCIA) as Technical 
director- advancing the passive fire protection industry globally through 
advocacy, education, and training.

FCIA & NFCA
800 Roosevelt Road, Bldg C-312
Glen Ellyn, IL   60137   USA

T: +44 7362 299609
E: gabby@FCIA.org

Gabrielle Peck, Ph.D., Technical Director

Andrew Pottier is a Senior Regulatory Services Representative and 
Distinguished Member of Technical Staff with UL Solutions in Canada, where 
he works closely with regulators, authorities having jurisdiction, standards 
organizations, manufacturers, utilities, inspection authorities, and industry 
stakeholders across Canada and the United States. His career spans nearly 
four decades and includes experience as a construction electrician, project and 
operations manager, electrical inspector, Chief Electrical Inspector with Nova 
Scotia Power, and regulatory services leader with UL Solutions.

Andrew is a voting member of the Canadian Electrical Code Part I Technical 
Committee and serves in several leadership roles supporting the development 
of electrical safety requirements for grounding and bonding, wiring methods, 
renewable energy systems, energy storage systems, interconnection of power 
production sources, marine installations, and other key technical areas. He is 
also active with national advisory councils and the International Association 
of Electrical Inspectors. As a speaker, Andrew is known for making complex 
code, certification, and regulatory topics practical, accessible, and relevant to 
real-world safety outcomes

UL Solutions in Canada
Halifax, NS   Canada

T: +1 613.751.3405
E: andrew.pottier@ul.com

Andrew Pottier, Senior Codes and Regulatory Services Representative
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Herbert Stansberry II is the Engineering Supervisor at Intertek’s Elmendorf, 
Texas testing facility.  Herb’s primary role is the technical oversight and 
exploration/expansion of the laboratory’s test programs and capabilities.

Herb was first exposed to fire testing in 1990 when employed with 
Omega Point Laboratories. During his career, Herb has been involved with 
conducting standardized fire tests including the Steiner Tunnel (ASTM E84), 
furniture and room calorimetry, fire-resistance testing of building materials, 
expansion joint systems and through-penetration firestops for commercial 
construction and nuclear power plant installations, the White House Roofing 
test, and Intermediate Scale Multi-story Apparatus (ISMA) testing.  He has 
also been involved in test programs for non-standard testing for litigation 
reconstruction and standards development as well as many fire test programs 
for the nuclear industry. Herb has also worked in the commercial construction 
industry as a system integrator with over a decade of experience engaging 
and/or partnering with facility owners, architects, specifying engineers, AHJs, 
inspectors, and commissioning agents.

Herb is currently active with ASTM Committee E05 on Fire Standards, serving 
as the Chairman of Subcommittee E05.11 on Fire Resistance, and serving on 
Subcommittee E06.21 and UL’s Standards Technical Panels for several fire 
testing methods.

Intertek
16015 Shady Falls Road
Elmendorf, TX   78112  USA

T: +1 210.942.1368
E: herbert.stansberry@intertek.com

Herbert Stansberry II, Program Manager

Amal Tamim is a seasoned fire safety expert and code compliance with 
North-American and international experience and long contributor to passive 
industry standards and knowledge development through her participation 
in ASTM E05 and E06 Committees, as Past President of the IFC, past Global 
Manager for Codes, Standards and Approvals for Grace Construction Products, 
and Past Business Development Manager for WFRC/Bodycote.

Currently based in Montréal, QC, Amal is the instructor of the RAIC online 
NBCC educational program and leads the code compliance team at Mott 
Macdonald NASA region.

Mott Macdonald
Montreal, QC   Canada E: amal.tamim@mottmac.com

Amal Tamim, Principal Project Manager
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Rich Walke is the Technical Director of Creative Technology Inc., providing 
consulting and training services for the fire protection and code enforcement 
communities, including The McHugh Company and the Firestop Contractors 
International Association.

Previously, Rich had been employed by UL for 43 years, focusing on fire-
resistance-rated construction and the protection of breaches in those 
assemblies.  During that time, Rich was involved in testing, standards 
development, code development, and providing technical assistance and 
training to architects, engineers, contractors and code officials.

Creative Technology, Inc.
44 Carlisle Road
Hawthorn Woods, IL   60047  USA

T: +1 847.274.0283
E: richwalke61@gmail.com

Rich Walke, Technical Director

Matt Winston is the Senior Manager for Fire Protection Engineering and 
Testing at Hilti North America. His expertise lies in a strong knowledge of 
active and passive fire protection systems along with deploying software to 
leverage the strengths of technical teams.  Through engineering principles, 
Matthew strives to give tangible expression to values that improve the world: 
collaboration, humility, integrity, and courage. 

He has completed an M.S. in Fire Protection Engineering at California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, and a B.S. in Engineering Sciences 
from California State University Bakersfield. Matthew has his Professional 
Engineer license in the Fire Protection Engineering Discipline.

Hilti North America
3701 W. Royal Lane
Irving, TX   75063   USA

T: +1 800.879.8000
E: usfirestopeng@hilti.com

Matthew Winston, P.E., Senior Manager of Fire Protection Engineering 
& Testing
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ADVERTISERS

QUIKSPRAY INC.
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Carboline Global
2150 Schuetz Road

St. Louis, MO   63146

Ph: +1 314.644.1000
www.carboline.com

Carboline is a leading global manufacturer 
of high-performance cementitious and 
intumescent fireproofing products that 
protect people and property in industrial, 
institutional, commercial, and mixed-use 
buildings. 
 

Technical service professionals offer 
material selection and application 
guidance to optimize project efficiency 
and compress construction schedules. 
 

Carboline’s state-of-the-art Fire Science 
Research Center allows scientists 
to accelerate product innovation by 
assessing product performance in-house. 
It is the only UL-approved, manufacturer-
owned facility of its kind in North 
America.

3M
Bldg 223-4S-04

St. Paul, MN   55144   USA

Customer Service: +1 866.513.4026
3M Helps: +1 888.364.3577
3M Fire Protection Support:  

+1 800.328.1687
www.3m.com/firestop

3M™ Fire Protection Solutions have been 
there from the beginning of the firestop 
industry and we continue to come up 
with new ways to make structures safer.  
Every extra second a fire is held in check 
is one more second for people to get to 
safety. As your trusted source for fire 
barrier solutions, 3M™ offers:

•	 The broadest line of passive fire 
protection options for commercial 
and residential new and retrofit 
construction projects

•	 Continually evolving technologies, 
from time-tested fire barrier 
sealants to today’s innovative 
firestop devices and duct wraps

•	 A trusted partner throughout the 
project, whether you’re an Architect 
looking for specifications or an 
Installer requiring training

•	 Speedy Engineering Judgments 
when you come across situations 
that aren’t covered in Specifications

•	 Industry innovations such as tapes 
that provide construction joints 
with tested barriers against fire and 
water or smoke and sound



54 | HALIFAX ‘26 46 | HALIFAX ‘26

INNOVATION PARTNERS

GCP Applied 
Technologies

20 Moores Road
Malvern, PA   19355   USA

Ph: +1 877.423.6491
www.gcpat.com

GCP is a leading global provider of 
specialty building materials dedicated 
to safeguarding structures and vital 
infrastructure from water, weather, fire, 
and more. 

Trusted by owners, architects, engineers, 
designers, and contractors, GCP delivers 
cutting-edge solutions to tackle the most 
complex construction challenges of today 
and the future. The company has a rich 
history of first-to-market innovations 
and award-winning products that have 
been used to build many of the world’s 
most iconic structures.  MONOKOTE is an 
industry-leading fireproofing solution for 
skyscrapers and critical infrastructure. 
More than simply a code-compliant 
product, MONOKOTE fireproofing 
brings with it over 50 years of proven 
performance in the field through its easy 
application and worldwide technical and 
field support specialists.

Proudly part of Saint-Gobain, GCP is 
deeply committed to its customers, 
sustainability, and the mission of “Making 
the World a Better Home.”

HILTI
7250 Dallas Parkway, Suite 1000

Plano, TX   75024   USA

Ph: +1 800.879.8000
www.us.hilti.com

Hilti North America is part of the Hilti 
Group, which supplies the worldwide 
construction and energy industries 
with technologically leading products, 
systems, software, and services.  The Hilti 
Group’s strategic orientation is based on a 
caring and performance-oriented culture 
with the goal of making construction 
better. We want to help our customers 
build faster, safer, and more sustainably, 
while being mindful of the legacy we 
leave behind. We want to be proud of the 
mark we make on the world.

With more than 30,000 team members in 
over 120 countries, the company stands 
for direct customer relationships, quality, 
and innovation. The Hilti North America 
team is made up of over 3,900 field and 
office employees nationwide and has 
over 30 years of experience in providing 
internationally approved and tested 
firestop & fireproofing systems, premium 
software, and support to save lives and 
buildings from fire.
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Isolatek International
41 Furnace Street

Stanhope, NJ   07874   USA

Ph: +1 973.347.1200
www.isolatek.com

Isolatek International, established in 1875 
as a manufacturer of mineral wool, is 
now a global leader in the development, 
manufacture, and distribution of 
proprietary fireproofing materials. As a 
single-source supplier and manufacturer, 
Isolatek offers a comprehensive range 
of fireproofing solutions, including Wet 
Mix and Dry Mix Spray-Applied Fire-
Resistive Materials (SFRM), both water-
based and solvent-based Intumescent 
Fire-Resistive Materials (IFRM), and rigid 
board materials for use in commercial, 
industrial, petrochemical, and tunnel 
projects.

NUCO
150 Curtis Drive

Guelph, ON   N1K 1N5   Canada

Ph: +1 800.853.3984
www.nucoinc.com

Self-Seal Firestopping Products, part of 
the NUCO family of products, are proudly 
manufactured in Guelph, ON and deliver 
trusted, Canadian-made performance. 
Engineered for both new construction 
and retrofit applications, Self-Seal 
systems offer over 50 years of proven 
fire protection when properly installed. 
We are proud to have the first tested and 
listed firestop systems in Canada, meeting 
rigorous standards such as CAN/ULC-S115, 
UL 1479, UL 2079, and ASTM E-814.

Our innovative “caulk and walk” 
approach helps streamline installations, 
reduce jobsite risk, and improve efficiency 
across trades. Self-Seal products are 
designed for versatility and trusted by 
electrical, mechanical, forming, and 
drywall professionals working in a variety 
of environments. Backed by expert 
technical support, Self-Seal provides 
comprehensive guidance to help ensure 
compliance and performance.

When you choose Self-Seal, you’re 
choosing innovative solutions, long-term 
reliability, and a legacy of leadership in 
Canadian firestopping.
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Rectorseal
Rectorseal of Canada Ltd

1 University Avenue
Toronto, ON   M5J 2P1   Canada

Ph: +1 800.231.3345
www.metacaulk.com

Rectorseal, founded in 1937 in Houston 
USA, is a global leader and manufacturer 
in the life safety and passive fire 
protection industry, featuring an on-site 
UL-accredited firestop laboratory. Our 
innovative Metacaulk firestop systems 
have been trusted for over 30 years in 
some of the world’s most prestigious 
projects.

ROCKWOOL
4594 Cayce Road

Byhalia, MS   38611   USA

Ph: +1 855.876.3755
www.rockwool.com

At the ROCKWOOL Group, we are 
committed to enriching the lives of 
everyone who comes into contact with 
our solutions.
 

With approximately 11,500 passionate 
colleagues globally in more than 35 
countries and 80 years of experience, 
we are the world leader in stone wool 
solutions.  Operating in North America 
with four factories and over 1000 
employees, we offer advanced building 
insulation, as well as industrial and 
technical products.  
 

Our expertise is perfectly suited to tackle 
many of today’s biggest sustainability and 
development challenges, from energy 
consumption and noise pollution to fire 
resilience, water scarcity and flooding.  
Our range of products reflects the 
diversity of the world’s needs, supporting 
our stakeholders in reducing their own 
carbon footprint along the way.  Stone 
wool is a versatile material and forms the 
basis of all our businesses.
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Siderise US LLC
P.O. Box 7

Canton Center, CT   06020   USA

Ph: +1 860.841.7863
www.siderise-us.com

Siderise is a global expert in the design, 
manufacture, and supply of high-
performance passive fire protection 
solutions for the building envelope. We 
are also specialists in high-performance 
acoustic and thermal products for 
building façades and interiors and 
industrial applications.

Our mission is to “Go Beyond, contributing 
to safer buildings” by delivering 
exemplary technical support throughout 
a project’s lifecycle. 

We operate across the UK, Europe, the 
Middle East, India, Asia Pacific and 
the US, with a clear focus on delivering 
world-class customer service. With access 
to a global distribution partner network, 
we are ready to help specification and 
construction professionals create a safer 
built environment for all. 

Sika Canada
Sika Canada Inc.
601 Av. Delman

Pointe-Claire, QC   H9R 4A9   Canada

Ph: +1 647.402.9013
www.emseal.com

Commercial building expansion joints 
from market leaders Emseal and Watson 
Bowman Acme are now brought together 
under Sika’s Expansion Control Systems. 

The waterproof, fire-rated, trafficable, 
sound attenuating, insulating, air, 
wind, seismic, and watertight, building 
expansion joints and precompressed 
hybrid sealants from Emseal, as well as 
the interior floor and wall expansion 
joint covers and parking and open-air 
and stadium expansion joint under the 
Wabo® brand are available from a single 
source from Sika. 

Beyond the quality and performance of its 
products, Sika has earned its reputation 
by offering an unparalleled level of 
expertise and support.
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Trinity Energy Group
102 MacGregor Avenue

Stellarton, NS   B0K 1S0   Canada

Ph: +1 877.955.4333
www.trinityenergygroup.ca

Trinity Energy Group is an Atlantic 
Canadian leader in building energy 
and building envelope solutions, 
serving commercial and residential 
clients across Atlantic Canada. Since 
2006, Trinity has built its reputation 
on quality workmanship, innovation, 
safety, and doing the job right the 
first time. Our trained, certified, and 
licensed professionals deliver commercial 
insulation, waterproofing, fireproofing, 
firestopping, fire-rated closures, 
HVAC-R/HVAC, electrical and plumbing, 
along with a broad range of residential 
energy-efficiency services. In passive fire 
protection, Trinity provides cementitious 
and intumescent fireproofing systems and 
code-compliant firestopping solutions 
designed to protect structural assemblies, 
maintain fire separations, and help 
safeguard people and property. We 
work closely with industry professionals, 
contractors, consultants, and owners to 
help projects move forward on time, on 
budget, and to code. Rooted in Atlantic 
Canada, Trinity combines technical 
expertise, practical field experience, 
and a people-focused culture to deliver 
dependable building solutions across the 
region for every project undertaken.

INNOVATION PARTNERS

 
210 Evans Way

Somerville, NJ   08876   USA

Ph: +1 908.526.8000
www.stifirestop.com

Specified Technologies Inc. is a global 
company focused exclusively on 
innovating in the firestopping industry.  
Featuring Made in America products for 
penetrations, joints, and perimeter fire 
containment, Specified Technologies 
is dedicated to bringing expertise and 
excellence to this critical field.

For over 30 years, Specified Technologies 
has built a team of engineers, industry 
standard products like SpecSeal® and EZ-
Path®, and a suite of digital tools to help 
solve complex project challenges. 

Specified Technologies features firestop, 
smoke, and sound solutions that engineer 
peace of mind. 

Specified Technologies Inc.
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MIX. PUMP. SPRAY.
FIREPROOF. 

EASY TO CLEAN

419-732-2611 https://quikspray.com/ Leah@quikspray.com

NO WASTED MATERIAL

QUIET & DUSTLESS

Brian Hum
3M
St. Paul, MN
brihum@mmm.com

Jake Martineau
3M
St. Paul, MN
jmartineau2@mmm.com

Mark Thrower
3M
St. Paul, MN
mhthrower@mmm.com

Zach Vaughan
3M
St. Paul, MN
zvaughan@mmm.com

Craig Fraser
Adler Construction Services
Calgary, AB
c.fraser@adlerservices.ca

Jase Gehringer
Adler Construction Services
Calgary, AB
j.gehringer@adlerservices.ca

Elans Laicans
Adler Construction Services
Calgary, AB
e.laicans@adlerservices.ca

Janis Voika
Adler Construction Services
Calgary, AB
j.voika@adlerservices.ca

Dan Bursey
Advanced Insulation
Sunnyside, MB
dan@advanced-insulation.ca

Thomas Laurin
Affinity Firestop Consultants Inc.
Winnipeg, MB
thomas@affinityfirestop.com

Riley Zihrul
Affinity Firestop Consultants Inc.
Winnipeg, MB
riley@affinityfirestop.com

Abed Elwan
Alternative Fire Solutions
Oakville, ON
aelwan@altfiresolutions.com

Steve Winston
American Coatings Corporation
Ashland, VA
accfireproofing@aol.com

Erin Schurman-Kolb
Annapolis County
Annapolis Royal, NS
eschurman-kolb@annapoliscounty.
   ca

Joe Wilkinson
ARC Firestop Solutions
Baltimore, MD
jwilkinson@arc-md.com

Terrence Smith-Lamothe
Architect, Ltd.
Halifax, NS
architechhfx@icloud.com

Joe Corke
Aries Contracting (Ottawa) Inc.
Ottawa, ON
joe@ariescontracting.com
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Colin Hart
Aries Contracting (Ottawa) Inc.
Ottawa, ON
colin@ariescontracting.com

Corey Beckett
Beyond Thermal
Rocky View County, AB
corey.b@beyondgroup.ca 

Benjamin Campbell
Beyond Thermal
Rocky View County, AB
benjamin.c@beyondgroup.ca

Katrina Van Preuss
Beyond Thermal
Rocky View County, AB
katrina.v@beyondgroup.ca

John Proulx
Canadian Forces Fire Marshal
Ottawa, ON
john.proulx5@forces.gc.ca

Jonathan Lejour
Carboline
Toronto, ON
jlejour@carboline.com

Stevo Miljatovich
Carboline
Toronto, ON
stevo@adfire.com.com

Andy Rathod
Carboline
Toronto, ON
andy.rathod@carboline.com

Tim Stanley
Carboline
Toronto, ON
tstanley@carboline.com

Troy McCarney
Donalco
Edmonton, AB
tmccarney@inflector.ca

Dustin Nichol
Donalco
Edmonton, AB
dnichol@inflector.ca

Ryan Quaile
Donalco
Edmonton, AB
rquaile@inflector.ca

Scott Cole
Donalco Inc.
Greely, NS
scole@inflector.ca

Josh Germain
Donalco Inc.
Toronto, ON
jgermain@donalco.com

Shawn Macmillan
Donalco Inc.
Toronto, ON
smacmillan@donalco.com

Jean Poirier
Donalco Inc.
Toronto, ON
jpoirier@donalco.com

Phillip Tran
Donalco Inc.
Toronto, ON
ptran@donalco.com

Don Armand
Donalco Western Inc.
Edmonton, AB
darmand@donalcowestern.com

Ramazan Kapxhiu
Ecostar Insulation
Woodbridge, ON
reni@ecostarinsulation.ca

Enri Rexhmataj
Ecostar Insulation
Woodbridge, ON
enri@ecostarinsulation.ca

Jackson Carcueva
Ener-Spray Pacific Ltd.
Port Coquitlam, BC
jacksonc@ener-spray.ca

Doug Vancise
Ener-Spray Pacific Ltd.
Port Coquitlam, BC
dougv@ener-spray.ca

Shawn Hartt
Envirotherm Insulators Ltd.
Yoho, NB
shawn@envirotherminsulators.com

Ben McNairn
Envirotherm Insulators Ltd.
Yoho, NB
ben@envirotherm.com

James Mclean
Envirotherm Insulators Ltd.
Yoho, NB
james@envirotherm.com

Dave Mclellan
Envirotherm Insulators Ltd.
Yoho, NB
shawn@envirotherm.com

Vick R. Bhallaa
F J Constuction Specialties Ltd.
Mississauga, ON
vick@fjconstructionsltd.ca

Ravi Subramanyam
F J Constuction Specialties Ltd.
Mississauga, ON
ravi@rnsworld.com

Sean Donovan
GCP Saint-Gobain
Cambridge, MA
sean.donovan@saint-gobain.com

Bruce Richards
Global Firestop Services Inc.
Lantz, NS
bruce@gfsns.ca

Jason Richards
Global Firestop Services Inc.
Lantz, NS
jason@gfsns.ca

Andre Bussieres
GNI Management Group Inc.
London, ON
abussieres@gni.ca

Jon Purcell
GNI Management Group Inc.
London, ON
jpurcell@gni.ca
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Garrett Bridgeman
Gunnlaugson Spray On
Grande Pointe, MB
jody@elmhurstdrywall.ca

Nikita Gordon
Gunnlaugson Spray On
Grande Pointe, MB
nikita@gunnlaugson.com

Dustin Garnett
Halifax Regional Fire & Emergency
Halifax, NS
garnetd@halifax.ca

Gregory Henwood
Halifax Regional Municipality
Halifax, NS
henwoog@halifax.ca

Adrian Cleveland
Halifax Regional Municipality - 
   Building Standards
Halifax, NS
clevela@halifax.ca

Blythe Blois
Hilti
Hantsport, NS
blythe.blois@hilti.com

Erin Carroll
Hilti
Halifax, NS
erin.carroll@hilti.com

Travis Miller
Hilti
Dallas, TX
travis.miller@hilti.com

Jean Pare
Hilti
Montreal, QC
jean.pare@hilti.com

Amel Djedouani
Hilti Canada
Montreal, QC
amel.djedouani@hilti.com

Jeff Van Mulligen
Hilti Canada
Three Fathom Harbour, NS
vanmjef@hilti.com

KC Mangali
HRFE Fire Prevention
Lower Sackville, NS
kc.mangali@halifax.ca

Zach Schafrath
Inpro
Rochester, NY
zach.schafrath@inprocorp.com

Bob Casteel
Isolatek Corporation
Stanhope, NJ
bcasteel@isolatek.com

Dan Ehehalt
Isolatek Corporation
Stanhope, NJ
dehehalt@isolatek.com

Tom Parish
Isolatek Corporation
Stanhope, NJ
tparish@isolatek.com

Jay Steck
Isolatek Corporation
Stanhope, NJ
jsteck@isoltek.com

Noah Jalbert
Jensen Hughes
Ottawa, ON
noah.jalbert@jensenhughes.com

Todd Anderson
JIL Engineering & Construction Ltd.
Fredericton, NB
todd.anderson@jilec.ca

Jeff Lenehan
JIL Engineering & Construction Ltd.
Fredericton, NB
jeff.lenehan@jilec.ca

Akshan Meegastanne
JIL Engineering & Construction Ltd.
Fredericton, NB
akshangaji@gmail.com

Michelle Ralph
JIL Engineering & Construction Ltd.
Fredericton, NB
michelle.ralph@jilec.ca

Rob Hall
Just Spray It
Douro Dummer, ON
robh@justsprayit.ca

G. Abbas Nanji
LRI Fire and Code Consultant
Richmond Hill, ON
abbas.g.nanji@gmail.com

Chris Valvo
Nevell Group, Inc.
Brea, CA
chris@nevellgroup.com

Steve Bourque
Nexlevel Construction Solutions
Vaughan, ON
steve.bourque@nexlevel.com

Steve Kerr
Nexlevel Construction Solutions
Vaughan, ON
steve.kerr@nexlevel.com

Blake Ceraldi
Nor-West Firestop, Inc.
Langley, BC
blake@nor-westfirestop.com

Lee Haanen
Nor-West Firestop, Inc.
Langley, BC
lee@nor-westfirestop.com

Amanda Stevens
Nor-West Firestop, Inc.
Langley, BC
amandas@nor-westfirestop.com

Jakub Vais
Nor-West Firestop, Inc.
Langley, BC
jakub@nor-westfirestop.com

Arden Weagle
Nova Scotia Office of the Fire
   Marshal
Dartmouth, NS
arden.weagle@novascotia.ca

Myriam Laneville
NUCO Inc. (Matrix Adhesives)
Guelph, ON
mlaneville@nucoinc.com



Simon Leclerc
NUCO Inc. (Matrix Adhesives)
Guelph, ON
sleclerc@matrixadhesives.com

Denis Collin
Premium Fire Solutions
Dieppe, NB
dcollin@premiummg.ca

Etienne Laliberte
Premium Fire Solutions
Dieppe, NB
elaliberte@premiummg.ca

Kim Lauzon
Premium Fire Solutions
Dieppe, NB
jmacleod@premiummg.ca

Serge Leger
Premium Fire Solutions
Dieppe, NB
sleger@premiumfirsolutions.ca

Jeremiah MacLeod
Premium Fire Solutions
Dieppe, NB
jmacleod@premiummg.ca

Luis Rosales
Premium Fire Solutions
Dieppe, NB
luisr@premiumfirestopping.ca

Victor Wooton
Premium Fire Solutions
Dieppe, NB
vwooton@premiumfiresolutions.ca

Stanley Wournell
Premium Fire Solutions
Dieppe, NB
wournellstanley9@gmail.com

Tony Campbell
Pro-Firestop Inc.
Scarborough, ON
tony@profirestop.com

John Sharpe
Pro-Firestop Inc.
Scarborough, ON
john@profirestop.com

Jeffrey Zamora
Pro-Firestop Inc.
Scarborough, ON
jeffrey@profirestop.com

Alex Frean
RectorSeal of Canada Ltd.
Toronto, ON
alex.frean@rectorseal.com

Lennie Monteiro
RectorSeal of Canada Ltd.
Toronto, ON
lennie.monteiro@rectorseal.com

Mahaboob Basha Saliha Baig
Rise & Shine Insulation & Fire
   Protection LLC
Sharjah, UAE
m.basha@rnsworld.com

Ryan Martin
ROCKWOOL
Burlington, ON
ryan.martin@rockwool.com

Jonathan Turcotte
ROCKWOOL
Milton, ON
jonathan.turcotte@rockwool.com

Brad Davis
Siderise Insulation Ltd.
Canton Center, CT
brad.davis@siderise.com
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Julie Matthews
Siderise Insulation Ltd.
Canton Center, CT
julie.matthews@siderise.com

Balraj Jhajj
Sika Canada
Pointe-Claire, QC
elkaid.imeneassia@ca.sika.com

Mike Cayen
Specified Technologies Inc.
Somerville, NJ
mcayen@stifirestop.com

Eric De Amorim
Specified Technologies Inc.
Montreal, QC
edeamorim@stifirestop.com

Dan DeSantis
Specified Technologies Inc.
Somerville, NJ
ddesantis@stifirestop.com

Robert Gomez
Specified Technologies Inc.
Somerville, NJ
rgomez@stifirestop.com

Andrew Jack
Specified Technologies Inc.
Somerville, NJ
ajack@stifirestop.com

Billy Jones
Specified Technologies Inc.
Somerville, NJ
wjones@stimarine.com

Charbel Tagher
Specified Technologies Inc.
Somerville, NJ
ctagher@stifirestop.com

Jeff Wexler
Specified Technologies Inc.
Somerville, NJ
jwexler@stifirestop.com

William Snow
Starling Architects
Dartmouth, NS
will@starlingarchitects.com

Amanda Brown
The Town of Wolfville
Wolfville, NS
abrown@wolfville.ca

James Collicut
The Town of Wolfville
Wolfville, NS
jcollicutt@wolfville.ca

Jackson White
Thermal Insulation, Inc.
Decatur, AL
jwhite@thermal-inc.com

Jonathan Berkman
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
jberkman@trinityenergygroup.ca

Kaitlyn Carvery
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
kcarvery@trinityenergygroup.ca

Andrew Crowe
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
acrowe@trinityenergygroup.ca

Gary Fullerton
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
gfullerton@trinityenergygroup.ca

Brett Gray
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
bgray@trinityenergygroup.ca

Jim Hewlett
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
jhewlett@trinityenergygroup.ca

Daniel Hughes
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
dhughes@trinityenergygroup.ca

Steve Maddox
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
smaddox@trinityenergygroup.ca

Mitch Madore
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
mitch@trinityenergygroup.ca

Matt Ringuette
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
mringuette@trinityenergygroup.ca

Steve Turnbull
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
steve@trinityenergygroup.ca

Marcus Ward
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
mward@trinityenergygroup.ca

Mitchell Young
Trinity Energy Group
Stellarton, NS
myoung@trinityenergygroup.ca

Steve Mercier
Unified Architectural Procucts Inc.
Kingston, NB
steve.mercier@unified-sales.com

Russell Budd
Wall Systems Contractors, LLC
Naples, FL
rbudd@wallsystemsflorida.com

Aleksandar Cesto
Westcal Canadian Firestop Corp.
Calgary, AB
aleks@westcalinsulation.com

Sasha Cesto
Westcal Canadian Firestop Corp.
Calgary, AB
sasha@westcalinsulation.com

Robert Hoogenboom
Westcal Canadian Firestop Corp.
Calgary, AB
bobby.hoogenboom@westcal
   insulation.com

Dean Halverson
X-Cell Insulation
Bohemia, NY
deanxcell@gmail.com



56 | HALIFAX ‘26

NOTES



HALIFAX ‘26 | 57

NOTES



58 | HALIFAX ‘26

NOTES





1 - 4 SEPTEMBER, 2026

DELTA DARTMOUTH ~ DARTMOUTH, NS

PFPCON ‘26 CANADA

THE PASSIVE FIRE PROTECTION

CANADA CONFERENCE & EXPO

www.nfca-online.org

www.fcia.org


