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1st UL Qualified SFRM Contractor – Clayton Coatings, Inc.  
 
Clayton Coatings, Inc. recently received the first UL qualification as a UL Qualified Spray 
Applied Fire Resistive Material (SFRM) Contractor from Underwriters Laboratories (UL).  UL’s 
program qualifies contractor firms that have demonstrated knowledge and a comprehensive 
management system that specifically focus on the selection and installation of spray-applied 
fire resistive materials (SFRM). 
 
Under this program, Clayton Coatings, Inc. established a management system specifically 
focused on the proper selection and installation of SFRMs. Additionally, the firm demonstrated 
knowledge of selection and installation of SFRMs as evidenced by the successful performance 
in a written examination by the company’s “Designated Responsible Individual” (DRI).  Clayton 
Coatings, Inc. President Richard Clayton said “Clayton Coatings has utilized quality 
management processes in our work for years which has challenged our company to be the 
best at what we do.  We expect to be able to further differentiate Clayton Coatings as a quality 
organization by achieving UL Qualified SFRM Contractor status.” 
 
The UL Qualified Contractor Program provides specifiers, general contractors, building 
owners, managers, and AHJs a resource to specify, identify and select specialty SFRM 
contractors that have been assessed for their management system, knowledge and best 
practices by UL, an independent, third-party.  The Program makes it possible for Specialty 
SFRM Contractors to differentiate themselves in the marketplace through third-party 
assessment and certification.  The contractor firm systems audited under this program provide 
an integrated approach – demonstrated knowledge and management system – to controlling 
the processes in addressing architectural, AHJ and customer requirements. 
  
To earn UL Qualified SFRM Contractor status, a contractor firm’s Designated Responsible 
Individual (DRI) must pass a three-hour written exam based on the National Fireproofing 
Contractors Association (NFCA) Manual of Practice, UL Fire Resistance Directory and UL 
Program Requirements.  The contractor firm itself must pass a UL-administered audit of the 
processes that make its management system, both at the contractor’s facility and as applied 
on the job site.  The audit is to verify that processes exist and are being used effectively in the 
field and office. 
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When the NFCA was established in 2001, a long term goal was to improve the quality of 
product application and establish a higher level of professionalism within the industry.  The 
development of NFCA 100 - “Standard Practice For The Application of Spray-Applied Fire 
Resistive Materials (SFRMs)” and NFCA 200 – “Field Quality Assurance Procedure for 
Application of Spray-Applied Fire Resistive Materials (SFRMs)” established the basis for a 
quality approval program in the industry.  The NFCA continues to provide contractor training in 
support of the UL program.  Currently, 41 SFRM contractors have taken the NFCA training 
program and have passed the UL classroom test. Clayton Coatings is the first contractor to 
complete the total UL process to become a UL Qualified SFRM Contractor.  

 
Watch UL’s websites for new UL Qualified SFRM Contractor firms as they qualify for the 
program.  
 
http://www.ul.com/contractor/sfrm.html 
 
 
 
About NFCA: 

Founded in 2001, the NFCA is a nonprofit organization of industry experts committed to 
making buildings safer through passive fire protection.  NFCA is comprised of contractors and 
suppliers who manufacture and install Spray Applied Fire Resistive Materials (SFRM’s) and 
Intumescent Coatings used in commercial construction.  NFCA Aims to promote passive fire 
protection through education and development of standards.  

 
About Clayton Coatings:  
Since 1965 Clayton Coatings, Inc., (dba: Clayton National), has provided its expertise and 
resources completing some of the largest, fast-track, and challenging fireproofing projects on 
budget, ahead of schedule, and without claims.  Richard Clayton is Founder and President of 
Clayton National, a company priding itself on excellent logistic planning, Safety, resource 
allocation, and Code & UL selection and implementation.  Visit: 
http://www.claytonnational.com/ 
 
About UL: 
Underwriters Laboratories is an independent, not-for-profit product safety certification 
organization that has been testing products and writing Standards for Safety for over a century.  
UL evaluates more than 19,000 types of products, components, materials and systems 
annually with 21 billion UL Marks appearing on 71,000 manufacturers’ products each year.  
UL’s worldwide family of companies and network of service providers includes 66 laboratory, 
testing and certification facilities serving customers in 104 countries.  Visit: 
www.ul.com/newsroom.  
 


